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he rapidly changing environments in the fastener
industry and in the computer industry have made

the choice of fastener software more complicated and
more expensive. Fastener manufacturers have been
forced to choose between unsophisticated “Job Shop”
software or expensive, complicated and overly sophis-
ticated MRP2 software.

Now, Computer Insights, Inc. has developed a new
module that cuts through the confusion. The Business
Edge Manufacturing System has been designed with
fastener manufacturers in mind.

Fastener Suppliers are Computer Insights, Inc.
Only Business

Since fastener companies are Computer Insights’
only business, the system is an excellent fit for fas-
tener manufacturers. It is fully integrated into the popular
Business Edge accounting, purchasing, inventory and
sales order processing system. The system manages
all inventory, from raw materials to finished goods in-
ventory in one continuous flow.

In a recent announcement,
Dennis Cowhey, President of
Computer Insights, Inc. pointed
out some of the important ca-
pabilities of the new system.
They include:

Analyze Your Customer Or-
ders and Stock Status to Cre-
ate Manufacturing Demand

The system has the ability
to analyze your customer or-
ders and stock status to cre-
ate a list of jobs to be manu-
factured. Combined onto one report, The Business Edge
analyzes the shipment requirement dates of customer
orders and re-order point of products. Shipment dates
are listed for products with customer orders, while es-
timated requirement dates are shown for products be-
low re-ordering points.

The Business Edge Determines Manufacturing Re-
quirements

You can see the customer sales of each product
that requires the manufactured product as a compo-
nent product. This is accessible as a single product
report or by drilling down in the Products That Need
Manufacturing report.

This report lets you see the total equivalent units of
the manufactured product that are being sold each year.
An example of this would be a company that manufac-
tures a plain product and then processes it into many
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usage of all the parts, summed up in a convenient re-
port.

Need more information about a product? Just drill
down into one of the product screens brings and you
will see a Product Inquiry showing all the pertinent in-
formation regarding the individual product.

The System Handles Complex or Simple Produc-
tion Schedules

Processes are the basis of the Manufacturing Sched-
uling System. Information on each process is stored,
including whether you want to record labor and setup
hours during production entry or you want to spread
the labor hours over an entire process’ output for a time
period and have the setup hours entered for the indi-
vidual job by the operator.

The option of recording machine hours, labor hours,
setup hours and costs associated with all three is avail-
able for each process. For an external process, these
costs would not be recorded.

Easily Create and Update
Production Schedules

Creating a production sched-
ule is simple. You are able to
store a “default” sequence of
processes to be performed.
When the production schedule
is created, the default sequence
is automatically loaded into the
Scheduling System. Each
schedule can hold an infinite
number of different processes
that the raw materials must go
through to become a finished
product. Raw materials are as-

signed to the process in which they are consumed.
The default sequence is easy to edit if needed. Labor
costs, machine time and setup hours can be applied
to individual jobs or spread over an entire process.

Lacking Raw Material? Purchasing Can Know Im-
mediately

The scheduler and purchasing agent will both need
the same information — do you have enough of the raw
material needed to produce a product? Is the raw ma-
terial that is on hand available? Or, has it been commit-
ted to other job?

The Business Edge will look at your raw material
inventory and any purchase orders for the raw material
to determine if you will have enough to fulfill the manu-
facturing schedule. By simulating the production pro-
cess, The Business Edge will report to you which raw
materials are going to be fully consumed in the manufac-

Inventory is tracked from raw material to finished goods.
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turing process. If any jobs are going to be delayed, you
will know how many days behind they will be.

Purchasing will be able to call up their own report to
see these shortages so that they can expedite the raw
material delivery.

Prioritize Jobs in a Process and Inform Operators in
Real Time

Operators in the shop traditionally have no way of know-
ing what jobs are “hot” without a manager walking out and
telling them. This requires the manager to inform all op-
erators of the “hot” job. By assigning a numerical priority to
each job within a process, operators can now view the
jobs that are running or that are to be run in the order that
they should be working on them. When the manager has a
“hot” job, the priority is increased, and the shop floor per-
sonnel know immediately that the job needs to be run.

Know Up-to-the-Minute Status of Your Manufacturing Jobs
Are your sales personnel constantly calling your manu-

facturing department trying to get the
status of production runs? With the
status of the schedule available
throughout the system (including
order entry), the salesperson can
get an up-to-the-minute picture of
the production status.

Instant Access to Your Product
Specifications

Do you need to be able to bring
up your manufacturing specifica-
tions instantly? With integration to
our imageCenter Module, you can
bring up specifications to your PC’s
screen instantly. No more having to
search through a large catalog of
specifications.

Do you need a way of inputting
the specifications into fields for
comparison to inspections? No
problem. We have integrated an in-
ventory specification system right
into The Business Edge. You can
store controlled attributes and un-
controlled attributes (for instance:
machine tooling, setup information, etc.).  All attribute fields
are completely defined by you — the client.

Satisfy Customer Demands With Integrated Inspection Data
Do customers require that you maintain dimensional

results or furnish certifications with dimensional results?
Inspection data can be input into The Business Edge

and linked with the purchase order, processing purchase
order and/or production process where the inspection was
done.

Automatic Alerts for Out of Tolerance Parts
Using our Product Specification system, you enter the

allowable values into The Business Edge. Then the sys-
tem will automatically alert you when the inspection value

is not within the tolerances of the specification.
If you do not use the above described system, you can

setup which attributes of the product you want to be in-
spected and have the operator input the specification tol-
erance from the specification image and record the mea-
surements of the product.

Integrated Features Make the System ISO 9001:2000
Friendly

• The Business Edge stores information on your cali-
brated devices, and alerts you when devices are reaching
calibration dates.

• The proof is in the data. When auditors ask you how
you know that a process was done, simply pull up the
process on your screen and show them the user that en-
tered that the process was complete.

• Corrective Action Information is maintained with the
ability to assign a problem category to the Corrective Ac-
tion for easy Pareto Analysis.

• With integration to their imageCenter Module, draw-
ings, specifications and certifica-
tions can be reviewed on the screen,
so the auditor is able to sit down at a
desk and audit the records of your
business processes.

Analyze the Actual Setup, Labor
and Machine Hours and Costs

Are you concerned that your
labor costs are getting out of hand?
The Business Edge can track the
setup and labor hours for a job.

Do your employees run mul-
tiple machines so that it is not easy
to track their labor on each ma-
chine? The Business Edge can
spread their labor hours and costs
over the entire process’ production.

If you define what the standard
hours are for each step, The Busi-
ness Edge will prepare variance re-
ports to help you determine where
your processes need improvement
and where you have made im-
provements.

Complete Fastener System
These are only a few of the many capabilities of this

new system. It has all of the well known capabilities of
The Business Edge for fastener distributors as well as
the new manufacturing capabilities. It maintains lot con-
trol and traceability from raw materials to finished goods
and it maintains complete raw material, work in process
and finished goods inventories. Since it was designed
specifically for fastener manufacturers, it includes every-
thing you need and doesn’t waste your time with things
that you don’t need.

Computer Insights, Inc. can be reached at 108 South
Third Street, Bloomingdale, IL 60108; phone 800-539-
1233; email sales@ci-inc.com; or visit their website at
www.ci-inc.com.

Lot control, traceability and inventory quantity in-
formation is available from beginning to end.


